The Greot Pgramid
ot Gize

The Great Pyramid at Giza is one of
the world's most amazing landmarks.
Rising high above the Schara Desert
in the Giza region of northern Egypt,
the Great Pyramid stands some 450
feet into the burning desert sky and
occupies of an area of 13 acres. The
rough climate of the Sahara has
actually caused the pyramid to shrink 30 feet from its original height. The pyramid was such an
amazing feat of engineering, that it remained the tallest structure in the world for over 3800 years!
The entire pyramid was originally faced with polished limestone to make it shine brilliantly in the
sun.

Most Egyptologists, scientists who study ancient Egypt, agree that the Great Pyramid was built
around 2560 BC, a little more than 4,500 years ago. It took tens of thousands of workers twenty
years to build and was completed around 2570 BC.. The pyramid contains over two million stone
blocks. Although most of the blocks weigh two or three tons, some weigh up to 80 tons!

The Great Pyramid of Giza was ordered built by the Pharach
Khufu as a magnificent tomb. His vizier (advisor) Hemon is
credited with being the pyramid's architect. There are three
known rooms, or chambers, inside the Great Pyramid. The
lowest chamber is cut into the rock on which the pyramid was
built. This chamber was not finished. The other two chambers
are higher up inside the pyramid. They are called the Queen's
Chamber and the King's Chamber, but these are modern labels
as we do not know how the Egyptians were going to use them.
The Great Pyramid has two passages, one leading up, and the
other down. It is the only Egyptian pyramid to have the two
passages.

Khufu's pyramid is actually is part of a group of buildings called the Giza Mecropolis. This includes
two mortuary temples in honour of Khufu. One is close to the pyramid and one near the Mile. There
are three smaller pyramids for Khufu's wives. Other buildings include an even smaller "satellite"
pyramid, and a raised causeway which joins the two temples. There are other tombs, called mastaba,
probably for other important people and the Great Sphinx..

The Great Pyramid of Giza is the last remaining of the Seven Wonders of the
World.




