' Camouflage

Is that a butterfly or a flower? Isthat alizard or a
log?

Many animals and plants blend in with their
surroundings, helping them to survive. Animals
use their colourto hide among rocks, grass, and

trees. This is called camouflage.

Camouflage helps animals hide from their predators. It also helps predators such as

lions and tigers sneak up on their prey without being spotted. Animals such as chameleons
change their colour to match the colour of their surroundings. Spindly stick insects are very
difficult to see among branches and twigs because of their colour and shape. Arctic hares
are brown during the summer to blend in with their surroundings of soil and shrubs. They
shed their fur in autumn and grow new white coats to blend in with the snow during the
winter months. Tigers use their stripes as camouflage to blend in with the light and dark
grasses. African lions use their tan colour to hide in the savannah grasses. This allows the lion

to creep up on its prey without being seen.

Questions

1. Apart from the animals mentioned in this article, can you think of two more animals

thatuse camouflage to hide from predators?

2. Stick insects use colour to blend in with their surroundings. What else do they use?

3. What colour is an Arctic hare during the winter?
a. Brown b. Black

c. White d. Red

4. How does this help them survive during the winter months?
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